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the King-maker, was as heroic in warfare as he was cunning
in counsel, and with a tribe of the finest fighting men in New
Zealand, defied all attempts at capture or annihilation.

For three years the war dragged on, at the end of which
Governor Browne was recalled, and Sir George Grey was
again sent to New Zealand to straighten the tangle made by
his predecessor. By this time General Chute, in command
of the British troops, obtained some decisive victories, in
which many Maori warriors were killed and wounded, and the
King-maker at last consented to a truce for the purpose of
arranging terms of peace. Unfortunately, the prospect of
ending the troubles in the Taranaki district was no sooner in
sight than the Waikato tribes rose in rebellion. They were
angered by an undertaking of the new Governor to push
forward a road into the heart of their country, and the intro-
duction of a steamer on the Waikato River. Again Te
Waharoa, the King-maker, led the insurrection, and New
Zealand was once more given over to war. Conciliation was
no longer possible, and Sir George Grey, who deeply regretted
the necessity for fighting a race for whom he bad the highest
respect and sympathy, came to the conclusion that there must
be no shilly-shallying, and no more patching up of temporary
truces. The Maoris had declared war, and they must be
taught once for all that the British race in New Zealand was
to be the dominant power.

General Sir Duncan Cameron, a Scottish soldier who had
fought in the Crimea, was now placed in command of our
troops, and he had at his disposal 10,000 regular soldiers, with
about the same number of militia and native allies, as against
about 2,000 warriors of the King Country. The odds were ten
to one, but it was not going to be a * walk-over.' The MaorP
tactics were baffling to soldiers trained in European warfare,
and their heroism was such as to arouse the unbounded
admiration of their opponents, The first episode of the new
war did not redound to the glory of our own troops. General
Cameron and his troops went up the Waikato; River in four